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Stampede Sponsors ($1,250)
Sibby Brasler

Bonnie Chang & Robert Hsu
Jesse Coleman & Anita Henderson

David DePeters
Tobey & Mark Dichter

Joslyn G. Ewart

GolferTales.com
Kate Hall

Neal Krouse & Karl Fong
Ann Rosewater & Robert A. Kronley

Robert G. Schwartz
Corynn Thompson

Buckaroo Benefactor ($2,500)
Paul Finkel Ellin & Stuart Hirsch

Mustang Maverick ($5,000+)
Ken Hutchins

David & Sandy Marshall
PARX Casino

William & Anna Marie Petersen

Wow - 20 Years for Lyra!: A message from Helen Liu Gerhold, Executive Director: 
Our leadership and your support--the Lyra Family--have created a paragon for
music education in our two-decades-old organization.  You are the cornerstone of
Lyra's community of music lovers--changing lives by advocating, mentoring, and
empowering underserved students through harp education.

Lyra has redefined access to music education and is recognized as the leading
model for harp programs internationally. Since our inception in 2004, we have 

touched the lives of over 4,000 students; provided over $350,000 in awards and scholarships; and mentored more
than 70 young harpists. We have grown steadily, ensuring that our administrative foundation can consistently
deliver the finest experience to our students. This also ensures that your gifts achieve lasting impact for the young
harpists we train.

None of this would be possible without you. As we continue to celebrate our 20th year, we hope you will continue
to support us in transforming lives through harp education!

Helen Gerhold embracing Medgina Maitre after
awarding her the Anne Hobson Pilot Award.

Congratulations to Lyra's 2024 Graduates!
Through your support and the work of our Teaching
Artists, 100% of our seniors continue their education.

Our 2024 graduates enrolled at the following colleges:

Harvard University

Morgan State University

Pomona College

Temple University

Boyer College of Music & Dance

University of Pittsburgh
For more about their college acceptances,

please visit LyraSociety.org/Admissions

2024 Harp’n Hoedown Sponsors

Lyra’s 2024 graduates, (one
not pictured). Photo by John
Cruice

(L to R): Sponsors David and Sandy Marshall
and Anna Marie and William Petersen.

(L to R): Elizabeth Hainen, Beth Green, and
guest of honor, Bob Green

Lyra Society current students, alumni, and
staff.

Yeehaw! Our 2024 Harp’n Hoedown Was A Knee-Slappin’ Success! - May 15, 2024
Lyra hosted our 20th anniversary Harp’n Hoedown at BLDG39 at the Arsenal in
honor of Bob Green, our longtime friend and supporter. The shindig included a
concert by our bluegrass-classical crossover 2024 Harp’n Hoedown Band
featuring musicians of The Philadelphia Orchestra. Our guests enjoyed food and
drink, mini-harp lessons, and games of lasso and cornhole. Our venue was bursting
with stomping and clapping cowboys who were laughing and connecting.

Thanks to y’all - Lyra’s benevolent broncos - we raised over 200% of our
fundraising goal, which gave us an impressive 74%+ return on the benefit
(compared)(compared to a market average of ~30-40%). Thank you to volunteers and sponsors for your incredible support in
making our hoedown a success!

2024 Harp’n Hoedown Band led by Don Liuzzi
performing for attendees.

Lyra alumna and current teaching artist,
Medgina Maitre teaching a mini-harp lesson.



(L to R): Pat Ciarrocchi, Elizabeth Hainen, and Bob
Schwartz at Lyra’s 10th Anniversary Harp’n Hoedown

Lyra Society is deeply saddened to share that our dear friend Bob Schwartz
passed October 8, 2024. Bob was a kind, empathetic, loyal, humble, and
generous friend and mentor to us at Lyra Society. A trombonist in his youth,
he loved the arts and recognized the transformative power in them. From
2013 to 2022, Bob served as Chair of Lyra’s Board of Directors and served on
the board as Chair Emeritus until his passing.

He brought his youthful energy, sage advice, quick jokes, creative strategy
and planning, and his vast experience to Lyra for over 10 years. Lyra simply
would not be where it is without his leadership. 

Remembering Bob Schwartz (Sep. 1, 1949 - Oct. 8, 2024)

We will miss his warmth which was reflected in his home where we were always greeted with hot tea, surrounded
by his library of signed books, first editions, and countless CD’s and cassettes on his custom bookshelves. We will
miss his love of the Phillies, quick quips, brilliance, and determination that propels each one of us to do better.
Bob’s legacy lives on in the countless lives he improved through his tireless advocacy.
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Sandra & David G. Marshall

Ken Hutchins
Jude Webster

Thank You to Our Major Supporters: Our Partners:

Jude Mollenhauer, Harpist

Jude Mollenhauer Memorial Scholarship Fund Established for Lyra Students
The Jude Mollenhauer Scholarship Fund was established by Jude Webster, Ms.
Mollenhauer's daughter, with generous gifts from friends and family. The endowment fund
was established to ensure young people will continue to experience the transformative
powers of harp education through the Lyra Society. The gift honors Ms. Mollenhauer's
extraordinary dedication in her 40+ years as an educator and reflects her generosity of
spirit. 

Jude Mollenhauer (December 16, 1939 - January 19, 2024) was a consummate solo,
chamber, recording, and orchestral harpist in addition to being a committed educator. A
Curtis Institute of Music and University of Pennsylvania graduate, she was Principal Harpist
of the Columbus Symphony Orchestra for 32 years. Generous with her time and knowledge
she made a major impact on the lives of her harp students. Her lessons often ran twice as long as scheduled,
taking time to talk with her students about their performance anxiety as well as personal experiences and
challenges they might be facing. In the words of her students, she was a caring and supportive teacher who served
as a role model, mentor, hero, other mom, and therapist. Many of her students became distinguished performers
and educators; however, Jude was equally proud of those who had been enriched by the music education she
gave them, but who took other career paths.

If you would like to donate or learn more about the Fund, please visit LyraSociety.org/Jude.
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Lyra To Expand to Northeast High School!
We are excited to expand to our sixth school - Northeast High School (NEHS)! Antonio, a
bassoonist and music teacher at Northeast High School, became enthralled with the harp
after attending his son’s private lessons with Lyra Director of Education, Maryanne Meyer.
His excitement poured into the NEHS curriculum, where he bought numerous harps and
started a harp group class, teaching what he learned from his son’s private lessons. After
exhausting his knowledge and with students needing more guidance, he approached Lyra
for help. We are excited to start teaching at NEHS in late winter/spring!

Maryanne Meyer with Antonio
and his son.


